Lil! Concerning the Emperour 


|< Tranſlutedoutofthe French Coppie,| 


ofthe King of Bouzmia © 
| his Army: 
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LETTER WRITTEN BY A 
FRENCH GENTLEMAN, OF 
THE K1nG OF Bonzura HIS ARMY, 
| Concerning the EmperourFrrp1- 
NAND, his Embaflageinco 
| FrANCE. 


OT to meddle with (what every man 
knowes) the infatiate Ambition of the 
*' ' Houſe f AVSTRIA, in both the 
| braunches thereof , which all Chriſtendome 
ſhortly will not bee enough to content, as ha- 
ving long ſince prepared the way to that Fift 


Monarchy, which certaine Religious Perſons 


Confidents of Spine affirme to bee as neceſ-* 


| ſary for the preſeruation and increaſe of the © 


| Catholicke Religion, as is the Popes Spirituall 
: Monarchy. / Nor to ſpeake of the Cruelties 

| Which the Princes. of this Houſe haue giuen 
way to, in the 7ngyes, in the Low-Countries, and 
in all places where they hane extended their 
| Dominions ; nor the Deſignes or Attempts 
© theyhauc had (open or ſecret) againſt England, 
Ireland, Venice, or France it ſelfe, wherein they 


' have nouriſhed parttalities and indeanoured - 


_ . toſuppreſſe the Lawes Salique. Foras for Ger- 
many, Bohemia, and Hungarie, (Electiue Eſtates) 
| who is ignorant that to perpetuate them to | 
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themſelues, they haue ſought to make them 
Hereditary. and'Patrimonies to their Familie >| 


. of thetwolaktEmperours, who would-neuer, | 


Wh | lationor Condoling, when it is well knowne | 
1+ | thatintheir Courtes,were publicke retoycings 
| _ | forthe Murthers committed ypon the Perſons | 
_ ofourtwolaſt Henyyes, of famous and immor- 
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Nor to mention alfo the ſcornefull faſhion! 


ſend to France to performe office of Congratu-| | 


tall memory , refuſing to acknowledge the laſt | 


fora Kingor a Catholicke, till long time atter | 
'— _./ | his abfolution,when they 

_ _,. + | Tryumphant, and Abſ 
|, ment; And yet when that Great and good. 
Prince, was pleaſed to vic his Creditand Me- | 
| diation, foraccording the difference betweene | 


ſaw him Victorious, | 
olute in- his Gouern- | 


certaine great Princes of the Empire (friends 
and allyes of this Crowne, ) one of che Empe- 


: . |] Tour Ro wIphs principall Officers ,{parednotto. 
4+ | fay, thattheKingof France might meddle with 


the affayres of his owne Kingdome, and let 0+ 


|... thers reſt : When at that time there was on 


" 


men, and whereof no man almoſt is ignorant: 


\* |. footeaqueſtion, touching a certaine lirigious 


Territory, which the ſaide. Emperour preten- 
ded to bee deuolued' to him, and lay, other. 


_ | wiſe, very fitt for himand one of his Brothers, 


TOR oy ro mention or repeate what hath fal- 
len ſo often vnder the Pennes and difcourſes of 
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cipall reaſons , framed to induce the King to 


aſliſt the Emperour Ferdinand, now ſtript of 


the Kingdomes of Bohemia, and Hangerie. 


ſuch as vndertake to inuade others, or to draw ' 


from them ayde and 10 dh Ir is true that 
the hard meaſure offerd t teſtants of B 
hem, by the Officers of the Emperour, ( as is 


to his Imperiall Maieſty, and of late by the A- 


pologie and declaration Publiſhed in divers 
Languages) gauethe firſthint and occaſion to _ 
rthelaſt Combuſtion, 'and brought foorth the 
fruites and changes that wee now beholde. 
Bur this is not the firſt time that- the Bohemi- 
ans haue in generall complained of the force . 


offered their Priuiledges, and Liberties ; and 


_ of the breach of the fundamentall Lawes of "R 


their Eſtate, (which is invery deedeElectiue) 
and that the Imperiall branch.of Asfria, hath 
endeauoured to make it Hereditary, as well as 
the Empire; to the piciadiourale Imperiall 


Liberties and Conſtitutions , and particularly *_ 
to that of the Golden Bf, which exprefly for- 


bids the perpetuating of the Succeſhonmone 
LT) i 11-202 6 3190S 


I will onely ſuccin&ly anſwer to the Fiueprin- | 


e Proteſtants of Bo- - 


apparent by the frequent Complaintes and re- 
 Mmonſtrances preſented by the ſaide Proteſtants - 


| E —_— Trey + 
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CELLS - 


* © thinke with ſufficient proofe) that Ferdinand 
- was Elected King of Bobemia by the ſurpriſe of 


dome, expelled the I ſuites (whome they char- 


| Church-men, w 10 
received any interruption in their Ecclefjaſti- 
call Functions , or in the free inioying of their 


[1 % 
. 4 
g " , > 2 , k 
| ; : q 
. : i % = 
_ | y ; | 
' ; | | 
Y y ; 
+ 16 I je { \ l 
| : a L 2 L 
" | $ f . 
x | : f 8 | | 


-and theſameFamily. In a worde then, it is 4 


_ buſinesof State and not of Religion : Beſides 


thar, the Bohemians make it appeare (and they 


three or foure Orhicers of that Kingdome , Pen 
tioners and Partifans of Sparne, without callin 


\ thereto the aſſiſtance of the three incorporate 

Prouinces, Sileſra, Moreuia, and Luſatia , which 
\. have ever had, and ought to haue , their free 
«voyces andaſlſents.. Againe it is moſt true,that ' 


at ſuch time as the Eſtates of the faide King. | 


ged as the. Authors of that miſchicte) they 
tookeinto their pry tection, all other orders of 
10 cuen to this hourc haue not 


Tcuenues and Benefices. Beſides that, King 
Frederick at his entrance, tooke afolemne oath 


- Nified as much to the King in his Lerters, Da- 


redat Amberg the Twenticth of October laſt.” 
Andqueſtionleſſe it hee ſhould proceed other- 


| wiſe, he ſhould bee ill aduiſed, in regard thata 


good and great part of thar Eſtate conſiſts (of 
Carholickes, Ir is then a mcere Columny!to 


A ſay that it 15a buſines of Religion , and that the 
. + Deſigne of the Protcſtantes is to ſuppreſle the | 


"WEB Catho- 


1 


th 


VR 8 forget an Iviury, as a-Bencfit. This alſo 152 


 Catholickes. - The falſhood alſo of this aſſer- —___ 

_ tion 15 prooued by the Suffrages, that a Prince ©  ' | 

_ Catholique had in his Election to Behermis, and RE". —-_ 
mnlikenumber as had another Prince of the La- 

theran profeſſion : each of them hauing had 

| ſixe Voyces : And ſince all this is matter of STINT 

Fact, the proofe or diſpraofe thereof is moſk TOE 


_ caſte, | 
The Second reaſon alledged, is Alliances | 


becauſe the Emperour Ferdinand, is by the Mo- 
| ther fide Vnckle to our Queene, whoſe Hul- ue] 

band they fay is tyed in reſpedt of fo ſtraighta  - 
Bond to afſift him : Butthe moſt ſtraight Bond + 
| tsof a King to his Subiettes, as of a Fatherto _ 
his Children; and the fafery of an Eſtate ſur- 
 paſſethall other conſiderations.- The tranſcen- 
, dent Greatnes of this Houſe hath coſt France - 

_ deare enough in our dayes , without ſeeking 

farther proofe ofthis in other Hiſtories then in 

that of the laſt League; vnleſſe wewill now ap-, 
prooue, what was almoſt two rchoufand yeares 
ſince faide of our Nation, That wee aſloone 


pointof Conſideration, that the King in ma- 
king himſelfea party for the Houſe of Awiris, =  _  - * | 
 diwideth his Subiectsrthar are of difftcrentRe- > | © | | 7 
[| ligion , before the wOundes of the State bee 110-418 
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- _ . The third inducement is the affiſtan 
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| throughly cloſed; offendethhis Oldeſt and ſu- 


[ 


reſt Friends and Allies; and bringeth his King- 


- 
. 


domes into the danger of a Warre abroad And 
oftroubleathome. For it hee imploy his for- 


ces againſt the Palatinat for the diverſion de- 


| 
[ 


maunded; what other effects may hee expect ? 


o 


/ Sincethe Palatinat during the abſence of King 
\ Fredericke; is vnder the Protection of the E- 
fates of the vnited Prouinces, and of the Prin- 
| ces of the Vnion. Againe, the King (hall as 
- inabrauery) empty his Treaſure fora buſines | 
- farre from vs ; and which concerneth not di- 


realy nor indirectly, his Eftateor Perſon ; be- 


| ing(asT haueſaide) a matter neither of Reli-. 
'Bion nor Conſcience. In yeelding alſo Sup- 
| tp to one party before hee heare the other, | 


is Maicſty tacitly Condemneth one, and is 


"Guilty of that-which all the Lawes of the. 
. - world and hee himſelfe forbids, in ordinary 


Suites and differences,betweene party and par- 
ty; itbeing likely chat before many dayesbee 


__ | paſt, the faide King Fredericke, his Friends and 
 Allyes, will giue his Maieſty an account of 

_  whathathpaſſed in this bufines, and acquaint 
him with the cauſe. and motiues of fo greata 


_  changeandenterpriſe, 
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Proteaion thatKings owe one another; eſpe- 


__ ciallyſuch as are in diſtreſſe : Butler the Em- 
THE perl be pleaſed to remember how hee and 


is Predeceffors , haue euermore neglected 
Frazce ; expteſly forbidden the Princes of the 


| Empire,Friends and Allyes of this Crowne,to 
| aſhftourKinges of later times, in their neceſſi- 


ries; much leſle that they haue ener ſupplyed / 
_ themwithmenor money : Lethimremember / | 
_ alfotherefuſall, hee lately made the Duke of 
 Newers, ofthe Kings mediation, fauour, and a> _ 
| thority, for ſetling the. Aﬀayres of Bohemia, 
| when theywere yet in Good tearmes; Imeane > 
during the Life of the Emperour Mathras, and 


many monthes before this new Ele&ion. Bur 


if the King will fauour one of thepartyes (as by 
reaſon of Stare and for diuerſion 1t hath beene 


atother times in practice)tt remay beſhewed 
to his Mateſtic,halfe a huhdred Letters of the 
deceaſed King,and of ſome of the Kings his pre- 


deceſſors, contayningthankes for the -qpw's & 
notable ſeruices performed by the houſe of the 


Prince Palatine and his Allyes, to their Perſons || 


- and Crownes/in their occaſions of need. *The 
- inſtructions 'giuento ſuch as haue bene within 
theſe ibcke or fortic yeares, ſent into Germany 
confirme this : Beſides,the ftraighralliance that 


King Henrythe great(a moſt wife Prince)tettled - 
| berweene him and the body of the Vnion in | 
LOL UE THE-N SR 9. 1! Germany, -. 


Woe. 
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Germany, a ſmall time before his death; appro-/ 


ned ſince by rhe King now Raigning, and by 
the Queenchis Mother then Regent , when the 


Duke of Dex Ports came into this Kingdom to 
- condote the laſt Kings murthering. Inlike fore 


the Contracts &Obligations vpon proofe in 


the Chamber of Accounts for many ſummes of | - 
money, lentand paid before harid, by the ſaid 
'- houſe of the Prince Palatine, his neere kind- | 
 Tredand Allyes,(ofa part whereof Fraveeis yet a | 
- debtor.) Theſe(Ifay )are proofes ſufficient of 
| what I haue faide, and oblige his Maieſtie to 
lend his aſſiſtance rather to this then tothe 0- 
therparty, [| |. BIT COUT Hr ne 
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 Thefourth induttion, is the dangerous ex- | 
__ ample of Renoltes (for with ſuch rearmes doe | 
- ., theyqualifie this change, to make it the more || 
\ odyous,withoutdiſtinguiſhing between King- | 
-: doines Eleftive and Hereditary; ; Eſpecial Y by 
* ſinceberween Elective Kingdomes,there 1s dit- 
 * ferenceof Condition as all the world knowes. - + 
 Anditis to beenoted, that at the Sacring and / 
| Coronation of the Kinges of gohemia, the King | 
firſt ſweares to obſerue the Lawes and Priu iled- | 
_ Lesofthe Countrey, and thenthe peopletake 
| © theOathof fidelitice. And at chat ioyfull en- | 
. try(asatis tearmed)) of Angperp, which is the* | 
ks RR 4124 | folems 
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ſolemnity of Creating and receiuing a newe 
| Duke of Brabant, it is delivered in expreſſe 
 tearmes that hee declares himſelfe fallen from 
his Right aud Dignity, if hee make notgood 


[ _ the Articles thathee hath promiſed and ſworne 


_ tothe pegple. So did the deceaſed Duke of 
' Anion, laſt Duke of Brabant promiſe and pro- ' 
nounce in the yeancys 583. For betweene the 
proceedings of the Low Conntryes, and of Bohe- 
(wa, there isa great reſemblance. The enaCti- 
' onsandCruelties of the Duke of Alua,were in- 
_ differently exerciſed vpon the Proteſtants and 
| Catholickes, The Count of Egmont (whoſe 
| Headhee ſtrokeoft) was no Hugonet: no more 
|  thenwas themoſtpart of ſo many thouſand o-. 
| therofall Ages,Sexes,and Conditions, whom 
| heebrag'd, athis departure thence, that he had 
' madean ev ' of by the handof the Hangman, 
\ Anditis moſt true, that theinhumaneand bar-- 
|  barous courſes takenby the Count of Becquey, 


for theſe fifteene or ſixteene Monthes, in the 


| Warre againſt the Bohenrans , thinking with 
| | | Fire and Sword to bring them to obedience 
(which is wiſdome againſt the hayre) ſerued 
but to haſten the reieCtion of Ferdinend,and the 
Election of Fredericke-: Not to mention the 


obſtinate denyall, made to admit orheare the © 


| Deputies of the Eſtates of that Kingdome, and 
| of the Prouinces incorporate vnto ar , at the 


B Laſt 
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; laſt aſſembly at Fr anckfort , when the ſaide Fer: of. 
- dinandwasaduaunced to the Crowne Impetri. 
all: And of this kindeof wildome, was allo | 
the Refufall made lately by the ſame Empe-. | 
rour Ferdinand to his Subiectes, of the lower | 
who made offer to ſerue | 


if 


. 
o 
—- 4 
b, 


Auſtria, and Stiria., 


 himwiththeirLiues and goods, in withſtan- | 


_ ding the Inuaſions of the Bohemians, conditio= 
nally thatheewould Confirme their Priuiled- | 
. ges,and graunt them free vie of their Religions | _ 
- Ir is hee himſelfe, that in the like caſe faide. 
once, That he had rather beea Prince without | 
Subie&ts, then'to haue any, of acontraryReli- 
gion to his owne, This humour of his ex- 
preſfled in that Language, made ſuch an Im- 


preſſion and apprehenſion of him in his peo- 


ple, (though hee be held otherwiſe a Good 
_ _ andawiſePrince) as it was not the leaſt reaſon 
of the Alteration wee now ſee. Happy are 


_ thoſe Princes, that hauing neede of Counſel], 


are able to make choyce of Wiſe and Faith- 
full Co ncellours 5 ſuch as haue no other aym @ 
but their Maiſters aduauntage, without re- 
| garcito their owne particuler intereſt, There 

aue beene in this Houſe , Great and Famous 


+, Princes for Yalourand Vertue, but theſe of 


fed. Witnes their Loffes in the Low Coun- 
. #r3es,and now, and to come ; if they againe 


- 
| ; ; 
1 


[ WO 
| fakenotthe\ way hep bays Ro Feerne and 
" gentlenes, FED 


» 
A \. js 
; ' gf [ 


: = 
* wy | . 
by $14 [ 


Il The cTiRandlat rinci -all af; is, That 
_. theTurke will infallibly , lay holde on the oc- 
caſion of theſe Combabtions - to ſerue his 
|  rurne, and to aduaunce his Conqueſts, to the 
| hurtof Chriſtendome; which is notvnlikely? 
| And if hee doe it not, it is either the fault of 
| hislittlewiſdome, or of his weaknefle z which 
| yetmaybee auoyded by leauing this newKing 
. inquietPoſleſſion, now thathe is Elected, and 
\ that without Suite or labouring of his owne, 
| nay without his owne Knowledge, and becing 
forcedly as it were carryed on, by the Coun- 
| fellof his Friends, ro the Acceptance of this 
Crowne, which hath beene ſince ſer on his 
Head; accompanyed with all the Formes and 
| Solemnities due and Correſpondent to the 
| fundamentall and moſt auncient Lawes of Bo- 
| bemia;aKingdome Free and Priuiledged if c- 
| uer any : Whereas, on the Contrary , if hee 
+ beemoleſted;and diſp ofleſſed ; Hee will be, by 
_ | thelaw ofNature, a of Reaſon, inforced to 
| invite his Friendes and Allyes to ayde him; 


bi | As the Princes of Germany; the Kings of Den- 


warke,: and Sweden the Hans Townes, and the 
heel. BY) } I Pro- 


pOY 


_..1nan 
| Who knoweth not, howe the greater part of 
Hungary, and\of other Principalities of that 


. nto the handes of the C 
Chriſtendome?, - -- 
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Proteftant Cantons of Switzerland, withwhom 


hee and ſome other Princes of the Vnion, are 
Confederatefor their comr-5n Defence. Not | 


to ſpeake of England, and the Vnited Prouin- 


ces, whence hee cannot but receiue Powertull - 


ſuccours. Notto - givmaqy of certaine Prin- 


ces.and Eſtates Ca olicke, which hol de ulkpye ED 


Correſpondence with him : Nor of the Prince | 
_. of Tranfiluania,who offreth him his beſt meanes 
and Forces. 1 


'In the meane time, it is a falſe affirmation 


\_ thattheſaid King entertayneth Intelligence or | 


commerce with the Turte ,-hauing Friends fo 


many and ſo mighty in Chriſtendome, with- 

- outbeing driuen to ſecke them elſe where with 
 ſogreatdanger. Burt if the Prince of Traw/il- 
- #ani«Fortifichimſclte on that fide, (as heehath 


heretofore done) for his better ſetling in his 
Principallity , at fuch time as the Houſe of 
Auſtria ſought to croſſe him, as ithad donne 
before, the vnfortunate Gabriel Battori : and. 


 diſturbe him in his Poſſeſſion , it is beſide the 
. purpoſe and concerneth not Bohewiis ; nor is 


fort applyable to this new King, But 


part of Chriſtendome, are in concluſion fallen 
ommon Enemy of 
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: In aworde, this Buſines is the true Touch- 
ſtone whereby to diſtinguiſh berweene good 
and ll Counſells , and to diſcerne the true 
/ French from the Spaniard, or fauourers of the 
_ _ SpaniſhParty, BE 
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